
History 

Intent 

At Dudley House School, we recognise the importance of History in enabling children to achieve and 
succeed. We understand that the History of our societies underpins the lives that our pupils live 
today and therefore, learning about the rich events of the past is important in developing their 
understanding of the values of these societies. 

Our intent is that all of our pupils, irrelevant of their background or starting point, will be given the 
opportunity to develop a curiosity and inquisitiveness about life in the past in Britain and other 
places, leading to an understanding of past events and how they have influenced the present. It 
should help pupils to understand the complexity of our lives, the process of change, the diversity of 
societies and the relationship between different groups. Our pupils will develop a sense of 
chronology and understand how they themselves fit into the framework of the past, present and 
future, thus developing a sense of their cultural heritage. 

Through learning about the diversity of human experience and past societies, our pupils will 
understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society today. They will develop 
a sense of identity and an understanding of their historical heritages. Our pupils will develop the 
skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving. They will be able to research, sift 
through evidence, and argue for their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life. As our pupils 
progress through the school, we want them to develop a chronological understanding of the past. 
We want our pupils to have the opportunity to re-visit and recall previously learned knowledge, to 
have confidence in themselves and have a positive attitude to learning. 

History, at Dudley House, is taught within a broad and balanced curriculum, with opportunities to 
revisit, consolidate and reinforce skills that have been taught. It will equip children to ask questions, 
think critically, weigh evidence and develop perspective and judgement. 

 

Implementation 

History topics in our school have been designed with a focus on knowledge acquisition and the 
development of a chronological understanding of past societies, people and events. They are 
informed by the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum for History (based on the National Curriculum) 
and, as a consequence, there is the spiralling opportunity to re-visit and build upon prior 
knowledge. There is also a focus on the learning of key threshold concepts and the progression of 
these through the year groups with the aim for pupils to think and behave like historians.  

Our curriculum is planned around a series of themes which provide meaningful contexts to develop 
threshold concepts. These are set out in the 2-year long term curriculum plans for each mixed aged 
class.  

Staff then plan a sequence of learning for each subject where they develop understanding of the 
subject’s big ideas (threshold concepts) and semantic and procedural knowledge for the specific 
milestone statements for each age group.  Teachers tailor learning to meet the needs and interests 
of the children in their class.  

Progression is ensured by pupils developing their knowledge and understanding of key concepts 
through three age specific milestones as they progress through the school. 

History is taught as discrete lessons with links to other curriculum areas where appropriate.  

 



History teaching: 

• Assists the pupils in gaining a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that 
of the local and wider world which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more about the 
past. 

• Has planned enrichment activities in the form of visits and trips to develop the pupils’ enthusiasm 
and motivation and to promote a deeper understanding.  

• Provides opportunities which enable pupils to investigate, consider, reflect and review the events 
of the past. 

• Challenges the pupils to communicate their thoughts, understanding and opinions in increasingly 
sophisticated ways. 

• Ensures that the pupils’ understanding is regularly and systematically checked in order to identify 
misconceptions and to provide further challenge through precise and direct feed-back. 

• Ensures that teachers respond to the needs of the pupils and adapt their teaching as needed. 

• Enables pupils to begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as wel l as their own 
identity and the challenges of their time. 

• Encourages our pupils to draw comparisons and make connections between different time 
periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are studies of world history, such as the 
ancient civilisations of Greece and the Egyptians. 

Teachers’ cater for the varying needs of all learners, differentiating activities where necessary 
and as appropriate, and ensuring an appropriate level of challenge.  

Outcomes of work are regularly monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound understanding of 
the key identified knowledge. When needed, certain pupils will receive pre-teaching of key 
vocabulary in order to prepare them for new topics. They may also pre-read key texts so that they 
can make full use of the main session. 

 

History in EYFS is taught under the umbrella area of ‘Understanding the World’. 

The pupils are supported through child-initiated and adult led activities to develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. They are given the 
opportunities to talk about the past and present events in their own lives and those of their families 
and other people they know.  

The three ‘characteristics of effective teaching and learning’ ensure that practitioners consider the 
different ways that the children learn and reflect these in their planning and practise. 

 

Impact 

Outcomes in history, topic and literacy books evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum 
and demonstrate the children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge.  

Emphasis is placed on analytical thinking and questioning and children demonstrate a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world, in addition to being 
curious to know more about the past.  

Through this study pupils ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. The consistent teaching and reinforcement 
of key vocabulary by teachers give all children the tools to explain their learning. 



At Dudley House School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used 
to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to 
ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made.  

Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work is guided by the school’s 
Marking and Feedback Policy. 

Subject monitoring, including book looks, are carried out by the subject leader and headteacher.  

We intend that, as a result of the knowledge and skills that we teach within our school, our pupils 
will experience success in their achievements.   

These achievements will be reflected through the pupils’ ability to be inquisitive, analytical and to 
problem solve. In essence, they will behave like historians.  

 

 


