
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 Animals Big and Small 

Literacy 

Daily Phonics teaching 

Role Play – Jungle hideaway and Home corner 

Recognising initial sounds, linking sounds together, 

naming and sounding alphabet. 

Segments and blends simple sounds 

Enjoys a range of books: fiction and Non-fiction 

Writes own name and other clearly identifiable letters, 

attempting to write short sentences. 

There will be regular opportunities for writing each 

week, where the children will be encouraged to 

formulate their sentences in their heads and then try to 

write them. Support will be given where needed. The 

Reception children will continue to look at sentence 

structure and simple punctuation.  

An independent writing assessment task will be 

undertaken.  

Twice weekly Guided Reading sessions will continue.  

 

 

 

          Communication and Language 

With some children being at home and some in class: we want to 

focus upon the children’s responses to each other and our work. Are 

they listening and responding appropriately? Are they extending their 

sentences and using more technical vocabulary? Listening to each 

other and taking turns in conversations will be emphasised. 

Maths 

The Nursery children will continue to be challenged to 

develop their number knowledge further – looking at 

comparing groups of objects, checking their numeral 

formation and developing their understanding of more 

and less.  

The Reception children will continue to work through 

the Spring Term elements of White Rose maths for 

Early Years and we will return to Essentials for Maths 

by HfL once the children are all back in school.  

There will also be opportunities to practise and 

reinforce mathematical vocabulary and, in particular 

the language of comparisons, weights and measures.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This term we will be focussing on the following elements:  

Playing with everyone: experiencing being a part of a group: 

sharing, taking turns 

Supporting and praise sensible play and being a good friend 

 Recognising feelings: To understand that facial expression 

can show how somebody is 

Understanding the World 

 There will be lots of occasions for them to talk about their experiences of 

Spring and also to interact with different software that relates to our 

animals’ topic. The children will be encouraged to use scientific vocabulary 

when making comparisons.  The children will continue to enjoy the 

Purple Mash program on the class computer and the 2Simple software in 

particular. 

Expressive Art and Design 

This topic is a great one for developing different 

techniques and methods using different media in 

their art work. Both role-play areas will be great 

for expanding their imaginations and creative 

thinking. It will be interesting to hear their own 

narratives developing and watching their 

cooperative play.  

 

 

Physical Development 

Our PE focus will be on Gymnastics this term.  

During this set of 6 lessons, children will learn to move and balance like 

different jungle animals. They will be experimenting with moving 

around, under, through, and over small and large equipment. Finally, 

they will be creating their own gymnastic sequence. 

There will be opportunities for partner work (Covid permitting), 

sequence building and for the children to start thinking critically but 

constructively about what they and others are doing. We will continue 

to work on gross motor skills using the bikes and scooters, balls and 

hoops. Pencil grip and scissor control will also be reinforced.  

Characteristics of Effective Learning - As well as the Curriculum Drivers described last term, all the learning in  

Class 1 has an emphasis on the following areas:  

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 

achievements;  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and 

develop strategies for doing things. 

RE. themes – 

David the Shepherd boy 

The Lost Sheep 

Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

The Easter story. 

 


